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Turtleback Education Foundation ~ Pledge Drive
Welcome back, Turtleback Parents & Students!
We are the Turtleback Education Foundation. The Turtleback Education Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to raising funds to support and promote the educational programs of Turtleback Elementary School.  The Foundation was established in April 2009 to raise funds specifically for the purpose of meeting the academic, social, and emotional needs of the students of Turtleback Elementary School, particularly in light of the massive state budget cuts and the school’s limited resources.  

The Foundation is a separate entity from the school and the PTA.  Although separate, the Foundation will cooperate with the school and the PTA in its fundraising efforts, with co-hosted events taking place where practical.  The Foundation has no restrictions in how it raises or disburses funds, and is able to support long-term projects by carrying funds over from year-to-year.  So, what that means is...with every penny the Foundation raises, through your donations, company matches and corporate sponsorships, it all goes back to our school, our students!

As a part of our 2011-2012 fundraising initiative, we are hoping to raise enough funds to supplement what our teachers and principal feel will help our students have the best educational experience possible.

During this school year, Mrs. Bernard and our teachers have asked the Turtleback Education Foundation to raise enough funds to pay for:

	Annual Operating Expenses for the Turtleback Education Foundation
	$  5,000.00

	Student Support Services (Monica Dickinson)
	$  6,100.00

	Supplemental Educational & Curriculum Supplies
	$  8,000.00

	Computer Lab Assistant
	$10,900.00

	Grand Total
	$30,000.00


As you can see, we are being asked to raise $30,000 for the 2011-2012 school year.  If each family donates $55 per Turtleback student for the school year, in addition to supporting our other on-going fundraisers, events and drives, we can easily reach this goal.  The Foundation aims to raise $15,000 through this pledge drive during September and October 2011.        

The Pledge Drive:

Our pledge drive will run from tonight, Thursday, September 1st through Monday, October 31st.  We will have pledge thermometers, located at both the front and back of the school, where you can see our progress toward achieving the $15,000 donation goal.  

$15,000 is an ambitious goal.  We appreciate that many families are experiencing significant financial challenges right now.  Anything you can contribute to this effort is appreciated.  No amount is too small.

Rewarding Our Students:

At the end of our pledge drive, we will be totaling the donations and rewarding the highest-raising class, per grade, with an Otter-Pop party.  That’s right!  Your student’s class (Pre-K to 5th grade) could be the lucky winner of this fun reward.  In addition to rewarding the highest-raising class, per grade, we will also reward the class with the highest percentage of participation school-wide.
How Do I Make My Tax-Deductible Donation*?

· One-time donations
· Make a one-time donation today of any amount.  We accept cash, check, or credit cards.
· Company Employer Match Programs
· Please check with your Human Resources or Payroll department to ask them about their company-matching policy.  Several companies have a program where you, as an employee, can donate to the charity of your choice, in any amount, and your company will match your donation.  

· For example, if you donate $20, most companies will match your donation and will contribute $20 in your name – that’s a $40 total contribution!
· Monthly Donations

· Enroll in the Turtleback Education Foundation’s monthly giving program.
· You can choose to donate as low as $5 per month

Where Do I Send My Donation?

· Come make your donation tonight!

· We will be in the Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) to answer your questions and accept your donations.
· Send your cash/check to school with your student.
· Your student’s teacher will make sure the Turtleback Education Foundation receives your donation. 

· Make an online donation via our secure website:  www.turtlebackeducationfoundation.org.
How Can I Learn More About The Foundation/Volunteer Opportunities?
· Please visit us tonight in the Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) tonight, or our website at www.turtlebackeduationfoundation.org.

· Also, did you know that your high-school student can volunteer for credits?  Contact us for more details!

* At the end of the calendar year, the Turtleback Education Foundation will send you your tax-deductible donation receipt for your tax records.  
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